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charges of his enemies. He appears to have gradu-
ally regained the moderate place in royal favour from
which he was too useful a public servant to be long
excluded, though he never received the hearty thanks
or the substantial recompense which he deserved;
and, wherever he and his son may have been, his wife
was evidently much with the Queen during these years.
It being Elizabeth's fancy to exact handsome New
Year's gifts from those about her, Lady Sidney pre-
sented to her on the 1st of January, 1572, according
to the Court inventory, "a ring of gold, with a
mount of diamonds containing a lozenge diamond
on the top, with three diamonds on either side of
the ring." This is the first compliment of the sort
from Lady Sidney of which we have record ; but we
read of others in future years. They were tokens
either of revived friendship with the Queen or of
desire to win her favour.

Lady Sidney was at Court on the 2d of May,
1572, at any rate, and on that day she wrote a note-
worthy letter to Lord Burghley. The Queen, it
seems, had offered Sir Henry Sidney a peerage, and
had even pressed it upon him, but had not proposed
to accompany it with any such grant of land or fat
pension as she was fond of bestowing on the Earl
of Leicester or any of her other special favourites.
To Lord Burghley, therefore, Lady Sidney ap-
pealed in her and her husband's " hard distress," as
she explained, " considering our ill ability to main-
tain a higher title than that we now possess, since
titles of greater calling cannot well be wielded but
with some amendment at the prince's hand of a